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and Germany, a western diplomatic * drive/ stopping
always just short of war, would be the best method of
ensuring that the German economic and political control
of Eastern and South-eastern Europe should be the pre-
lude to the great eastern drive against Russia for the
Ukraine and Near East. (Britain and France would be
assured that the Axis Powers only wanted to eliminate
Bolshevism from Europe,) Lastly, judicious manipula-
tion now of the western drive and now of the eastern
would enable Germany to grapple Italy to herself, in-
sulate Britain and France, insulate Russia, and extort
every passing advantage or piece of blackmail (Danzig,
Memel, Danish Schleswig, Polish Silesia, the Corridor,
and parts of Switzerland) into the bargain.
But when all these reasons have been studied there
remains the most vital question: Are the two Axis
Powers really partners in a war enterprise against France
and Britain?
The development of German and Italian policy since
1935 suggests the reply. The Axis itself has in the last
four years been forged piecemeal by Germany by cum-
bering Italy with commitments outside Central Europe.
Italy has thus steadily lost all her advantages in the
Danubian region, where once her dominion was
scheduled to be set up. In the year 1938 alone Italy
lost the shield of Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Hun-
gary. She maintained a shadowy hold on Jugoslav and
Bulgarian friendship only by reason of German tolerance
and goodwill. Therewith Italian dependence on Ger-
many for the crumbs from the rich British and French
men's table, crumbs in the Eastern Mediterranean and
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